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1/2 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s., 3, 1901 

family accorded to man among the ancient peoples, as also the institu- 
tions of the Asiatic harem and the Greek gyneconitis, were unknown 
among the Jews. The intercourse between both sexes was compar- 
atively free. In the incidental and proverbial sayings about woman 
there are as many and as keen satirical shafts directed against her as 
in the literature of any other people. But the Jew, it seems, was not 
only by temperament averse to harshness against his daughters and 
wives, but was also deeply imbued with the worth and mission of woman 
as wife and mother ; as one Rabbi says : " Thy wife is thy family." 

I. M. Casanowicz. 

Tanz Objecte vom Bismarck Archipel., Nissan und Buka. W. Fov. 
(Pub. aus dem Konigl. Ethnog. Museum, Band xiii.) Dresden : 
Stengel & Co., 1900. Folio, 40 pp., 17 pi., 2 figs. 

Of the thirteen volumes in the folio series published by the Royal 
Ethnographic Museum in Dresden, under the direction of Dr A. B. 
Meyer, ten are devoted to southeastern Asia and the archipelagos ad- 
joining. Since our own country, having made an experiment with the 
African, has adopted a goodly number of dwarfed Papuans, this 
last-mentioned race will now engage our thoughts, ethnical and politi- 
cal, and Dr Meyer will be our best guide. In the volume here reviewed, 
the plan of all the others in the series is followed out carefully, namely, 
of presenting the object, not in lithograph or drawing, but by photo- 
graphic processes. By this means the museum in Dresden multiplies 
itself many hundredfold and makes possible a cooperative, institutional 
research and judgment. The student of Dr Foy's volume will also find 
that his desire to be in touch with a wide range of authors has been 
fully anticipated in text and footnotes. Most elaborate tables of con- 
tents, indexes, and catalogue numbers for the Dresden Museum leave 
nothing to be desired. 

In 1889 Dr Meyer published Volume vii of the series on Masks of 
New Guinea and Bismarck Archipelago, and in 1895 appeared Volume 
X, on Carvings and Masks from Bismarck Archipelago and New Guinea, 
by Meyer and Parkinson. In the introduction to Volume xiii will be 
found an excellent account of studies in masks as ceremonial parapher- 
nalia the world over. The student is cautioned also against too hasty 
generalizations concerning acculturation through analogies and super- 
ficial resemblances. The ingenious and elaborate carving and the 
weird mixture of color in the masks of the Papuans and their kindred 
have always had a fascinating interest for the ethnologist. In plate xiii 
will be found sixty-five motives on mask ornamentation from New 
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Mecklenburg (New Ireland), all drawn from well-known fishes. The 
excursus, pages 31-35, devoted to this plate, throws a flood of light on 
the otherwise hopeless confusion of parts and drawings. The compos- 
ite Yukon masks, in which all nature is shown to be quickened by the 
return of the sun, offer a slight parallel, though the Eskimo artist is 
handicapped by lack of good materials. Farther south the giant cedar 
holds out its friendly trunk to the wood-carver, and both on it and in it 
he fixes his spirit life, the art motives as analyzed by Boas being his 
commonplace activities and associations. So, by means of the descrip- 
tions in the text and the elucidation of plate xiii the student of myth- 
ology finds out that the Papuan clothes himself in a material symbolism 
that prays louder than words in the ears of his gods for supplies to his 
common wants. It may be that the divine benefactors do not under- 
stand the jargon of the petitioner, but their eyes can never be deceived 
when they rest on his elaborate requests in form and color. 

O. T. Mason. 

Volkstum und Weltmacht in der Geschichte. Von Albrecht Wirth, 
Miinchen : Bruckmann, 1901. 8°, 236 pp. 

Volkstum und Weltmacht, " peopledom and worldmight," or, in plain 
English, the development of nationality and world-powers in history. 
The author brings together in this volume a number of special studies 
on the gradual widening of culture as shown in the development of 
nations and enlarged conquest. Race and forms of civilization have 
been most active forces in this evolution, working through inner vitality 
and normal growth, through the union and combination of adjoining 
cultures and by finally breaking out of bounds and expansion. The 
study is divided into the following periods, marking also, as it were, 
epochs of widening : 

1. Mesopotamian-Egyptian period to 1300 B.C. 

2. Classic period 1300 B.C. to 224 a.d. 

3. The Double period. Northern and Southern 

races unfolding 224 a.d. to 1250 a.d. 

4. The Oceanic period 1250 a.d. to 1900 a.d. 

The larger part of the volume, necessarily, is devoted to the fourth 

period— the awakening of nations, races, and religions, and to the pres- 
ent as the outcome. The debate on race and culture is continued, 
and the volume closes with a series of chapters on peoples in relation to 
the absorption or disappearance of smaller peoples, to territory, to the 
state, clan feeling, industry, and power. We are called " Jankees " on 



